
The Summer of music 

festivals is well 

underway in Emerald 

territory. June saw 

the Summer Arts Festival, the Oyster Fest 

and the Kate Wolf Music Festival come and 

go — there’s still more music than you can 

handle in store. We’ll start in sunny Blue Lake, 

where Dell’Arte’s sprawling three-week Mad 

River Festival (featuring lots of Mary Jane, and 

international theater) turns things over to the 

Humboldt Folklife Society for a week plus of 

folky local music. Before we’re done, we’ll hit 

all three points of the Emerald Triangle with 

major music parties in Humboldt, Mendocino 

and Trinity counties. Are you ready?
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The Humboldt Folklife Festival
You might be wondering what is 
Folklife? The easiest way to explain is 
to take the word apart: Folk = People. 
Life = Music — at least for the folks 
involved in Folklife. The folky folk 
take over Blue Lake for a full week 
in July, starting with a festive Kick-
Off Party at Mad River Brewing Co. 
Saturday evening, July 11, with The 
Spindrifters and Bubbles’ house band 
Clean Livin’.

Sunday, July 12, Blue Lake has a town 
wide party called Annie and Mary 
Day (named for a railroad named in 
turn for two women, we’re not sure 
which two). A colorful parade is fol-
lowed by music in Perigot Park by 
the Timber Ridge Boys (named for an 
old folks home where they play for 
happy hour), the bluesy Anna Ham-
ilton, indie folk from Lemon Lemon 
Cherry, Jeff DeMark and his band 
LaPatinas, concluding with classic 
rock and country by The Delta Na-
tionals.

Monday and Tuesday, the Folk Fest 
moves indoors to Dell’Arte’s Carlo 
Theatre with a Songwriter Night 
Monday, July 13, with Jan Bramlett, 
Dominic Romano, Sam Whitlach and 
Paul Turner, and Jazz Night Tuesday, 
July 14, with The Low Notes, Business 
Casual and Latin flavor Con Ritmo. 
The Logger Bar has afterparties both 
nights in theme, with more songwrit-
ers Monday and jazz piano by Brian 
Post Tuesday.
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  Wednesday, July 15, the fest moves 
again, behind Dell’Arte where a cir-
cus tent has shows all through the 
Mad River Fest. “Under the Big Top” 
starts with Cajun music by Bayou 
Swamis, moves into neo-Irish band 
Vanishing Pints and closing with alt. 
string band Absynth Quintet. “Under 
the Stars” on Thursday, July 16, takes 
the party out to the Rooney Amphi-
theatre for some fine country sounds: 

the always swingin’ Kenny Ray and 
the Mighty Rovers, our local blue-
grass boys Compost Mountain Boys 
and closing, Huckleberry Flint, who 
have played some unforgettable sets 
in HumFolk Fests past. The afterpar-
ty at the Logger has La Patinas, back 
for more.
Friday’s frolic takes Folkfest proper 
to the Arcata Vet’s Hall for a Barn 
Dance with Striped Pig Stringband 

playing for square dancing (and 
circles), while the after party rages 
at Logger with a reunited version of 
The Rubberneckers with The Bren-
das opening.
This all leads to Saturday's big day, 
the All Day Folklife Free Festival all 
around Dell’Arte with dozens of mu-
sicians, bands, dancing, workshops 
and much much more, literally all 
day.                    Visit Humboldtfolklife.org to learn more.
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This is Humboldt’s biggest music festival. With the Mateel firmly entrenched back 

at French’s Camp, they’re bringin’ it. That means an international collection of reg-

gae and world music stars with Friday’s headliners Collie Buddz from the Bahamas, 

Katchafire from New Zealand and dub outta SoCal by Stick Figure.

Saturday is JA day with Bob’s son Stephen “Ragga” Marley, Tarrus Riley, born in 

Brooklyn, raised in Jamaica, with his band Blak Soil. There’s “bad gyal” dancehall 

from Ce’Cile, young up-and-comers from the Marley family’s Ghetto Youths Crew 

and more.

Italian reggae star Alborosie tops the bill Sunday, there’s the multi-culti, tribal mu-

sical collective Nahko and Medicine For The People, classic roots from The Con-

gos, the straight-ahead pure African sound of Bassekou Kouyate & Ngoni Ba, and 

Empress Unification, a collection of female artists who “perform conscious reggae 

& world music in six different languages.” For those arriving early, there’s also a 

full lineup on Thursday, with local Humboldt homegrown reggae by JUCE, reggae 

rockers PyRx outta Chico, Solution from OC and IrieFuse from Marin. Topping it 

off, the legendary dub master King Jammy who started out in King Tubby’s studio, 

and was instrumental in adding electronic beats to dub and reggae. Jam on! Thurs-

day, July 30 to Sunday, Aug. 2, French’s Camp, on Hwy. 101, just south of Richardson’s 

Grove State Park near the Mendocino County line. Visit Mateel.org to learn more.

03 Reggae on the River

As Folklife is wrapping things up, 

a totally different type of music is 

thumping out of a huge bass heavy 

sound systems just over the Mendo 

County line. Back for its third year, 

the organic dance music festival on 

the Eel (right next to French’s Camp) 

is bigger and better with an all-star 

EDM lineup with touches of hip hop, 

etc. The top of the bill is Black Star, a 

historic rap duo teaming Talib Kweli 

and Yasiin Bey (aka Mos Def) who 

have been working together inter-

mittently since the late ‘90s. There’s 

rising star Shlohmo (with a band),

The Polish Ambassador (he’s not Pol-

ish, he’s from Oaktown) “with guests” 

(a live band), RÜFÜS du SOL (from 

down under), lots of gold with Gold 

Panda from UK, Goldfish and Gold-

link, the masked Slow Magic, West 

Coast house music vet Danny Corn, 

Filipino American producer Sweater 

Beats, the vocalist from Thievery Cor-

poration Mr. Lif, Indonesian duo Ho-

tel Garuda: Manila Killa and Candle 

Weather and Awesome Tapes from 

Africa, which started out as a blog 

featuring obscure music released 

only on tape and now is a DJ on an 

international tour with two cassette 

players and mixer. That’s just a small 

taste of the dozens of acts playing as 

they say, there are “many more.” Run-

ning Friday, July 17 to Sunday, July 19, 

Cooks Valley Campground, on Hwy 

101 just over the Mendo County 

border north of Piercy. 

Visit Northernnights.org .

Northern Nights 

Sometimes you only want to 

party for one day. This festi-

val in sunny Blue Lake is a 

self-proclaimed “Center of 

the Universe,” that sticks to 

an all-local lineup. EastHum 

is reggae from Woven Roots, 

Dead Tunes by The Miracle 

Show, funk from Jimi Jeff 

and the Gypsy Band (who 

lets the guitar rock a la Hen-

drix style) along with classic 

hard rock tunes covers by 

Triple Junction. There is a 

whole lot of shakin’ going 

on between The Movers and 

the Shakers and the prover-

bial “special guests!” All of 

this is going off Saturday, 

July 25th at Perigot Park in 

Blue Lake. 

02 Blue Lake
Music Fest Enchanted Forest Gathering. Now in its fifth year, 

tries out its first time at Mendo’s fabled Black 

Oak Ranch, home of the Kate Wolf Fest. This 

will bring back fond memories of Earthdance on 

the Ranch, with the same magical feel and the 

Enchanted folk calling this “a gathering created 

by and for dancers and visionaries.” Expect cos-

tumed revelry (fairies and magical creatures) 

with music spanning “bass, jazz, funk and soul,” 

leaning toward EDM judging from the taste of 

the lineup announced so far including Brit duo 

Koan Sound, the forward thinking Papadosio, 

Phutureprimitive from PDX, OTT, El Radio Fan-

tastique and Pega5us announced as starters. Of 

course there will be much, much more… Aug. 

14-16 ~ Black Oak Ranch, off Hwy. 101, just north 

of Laytonville. 

Visit Enchantedforestmendo.com to learn more.

05 Enchanted Forest  
     Gathering

Returning under the Trinity sun in Junction City Park, bigger and better, with three days of eclectic 

music, a jamboree of music styles aka Trinity Jam. Headliner is reggae superstar Luciano the Mes-

senjah. There’s more JA reggae from the i-Kronik band, and variations on Cali-funk: classic funk from 

Orgone, Afrofunk by Afrolicious, a touch of Latin with funk by The B-Side Players, and Éthiopiques-

style from Sun Hop Fat. Freekbass mixes funk with electronica, there’s EDM producers Thriftworks 

and Nicoluminous. Birds of Paradise offer something they call “Holophonic Vibrational Architecture 

to Make Transparent the Boundary Between Matter and Mind, Flesh and Spirit,” whatever that means.

There’s a strong contingent from Humboldt like Woven Roots and Absynth Quintet (see above), an 

awesome new outfit Object Heavy, playing neosoul-funk, sweet smiling folk by Lyndsey Battle, Talk-

ing Heads music by Naive Melodies, Humboldt jammers Liquid Kactus, Farmhouse Odyssey and 

DubbaDubs and fresh reggae/funk/Afrobeat by Dynasty One. For the Deep Groove/Whomp crowd, a 

who’s who of local EDM DJs and producers including Touch, Jsun, Hypha, Psy-Fi, Wu-Wei, OnHell, 

Treemeista, Marjo Lak’s Butter Music, and as always much, much more... Friday-Sunday Aug. 7-9. Junc-

tion City Park, off Hwy. 299, Junction City. Visit Trinityjam.com to learn more.

04 Trinity River Jamboree
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