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Letter from the Publisher

Dear Reader,

Thank you for picking up the January issue of The Emerald Magazine.™

This year, month and day, we’re celebrating the cannabis lifestyle! Breathe it, eat it, love it, and most importantly, live your true by it. I certainly have. 

This January marks the anniversary of the Emerald’s conception. Some know the story, but for others, it goes like this: In January of 2012, I was rudely 
awoken by a cop-knock. My then-boyfriend had been caught with bulk currency on an Amtrak train. Immediately following, law enforcement came 
crawling to my front door for more. 

Strapped with rifles and bulletproof vests across their chests, they entered without a warrant, searched the house and eventually located additional cash 
among other items. 

After being detained for five hours, I was hauled off to jail, where I awaited bail. It was there, as I sat shoeless in a cinder block cage, that I vowed to put 
my journalism degree to good use. I swore I would build a platform where voices could be heard, and eventually, where cannabis could be reinvented 
with a positive perspective. 

It took time to grow that seedling into the magazine you read before you. And it is with great excitement that I announce the Emerald’s continued expan-
sion to the east coast. This year, find us in California, Massachusetts and now New York City, as well as in select locations in Maine, Oregon and Vermont.

As the New Year reigns in, celebrate cannabis with us. Celebrate industry heroes like Dennis Peron, who set out to legalize love yet along the way  
miraculously helped to legalize medical cannabis (page 10). Celebrate the historic highs of cannabis this month (page 14). Celebrate celebrities who 
use their influence to further the mission of normalizing this plant (page 22). Celebrate edibles and the relief they bring patients (page 60). But most 
importantly, let’s celebrate you—the reader, the activist, the consumer. Without you, this fight would have lost its flame long ago. Without you, none of 
this would be possible. And while legalization has become a plight for some, one thing remains true: we can now step out of the shadows and celebrate 
cannabis together. 

High Regards,
Christina E. De Giovanni
Publisher
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THE QUOTE ABOVE, from a mural at Dennis Peron’s Castro Castle, a 
beloved San Francisco guest house, reflects the life of the father of medi-
cal cannabis, Dennis Peron, who passed away on January 27, 2018. Dennis 
co-authored Proposition 215, otherwise known as the Compassionate Use 
Act of 1996. The law was enacted on November 5, 1996, by the ballot-ini-
tiative process, with 55.6 percent of votes in favor. That set off more move-
ments for legalization across North America. 

Dennis Peron was born on April 8, 1945, in the Bronx, New York City, 
into an Italian-American family and grew up on Long Island. He served in 
the United States Air Force in Vietnam and took part in the Tet Offensive 
in 1968. After the war, he relocated to the Castro District in San Francisco 
and became an active Yippie organizing smoke-ins. He also sold cannabis 
and later advocated for its medical use after observing how AIDS patients 
benefited from using it in treatment.

The Emerald Magazine had the opportunity to learn more about Dennis by 
speaking with two of his dear friends. Behind the larger-than-life figure was 
a friend and mentor who touched the lives of many people in the cannabis 
industry. Laura Costa and Cara Cordoni share their stories of friendship with 
Dennis. Laura is a farmer, writer and curator of a veterans’ retreat, The Fox 
House, in Eureka, California. She was introduced by Wayne Justman after 
Dennis had had a stroke in 2010.

“For the first year or so, it was a casual friendship. I loved stopping by and 
sharing as much as possible, trading stories and seeing my friends. When I 
ran into some legal trouble in Los Angeles, Dennis gave me advice. I didn’t 
realize it at the time, but it was the standard ‘Brownie Mary defense.’ When 
it was all over, my charges were dismissed.” 

CELEBRATING 
THE L IFE OF 

DENNIS PERON

PICTURED ABOVE: CARA CORDINI,
DENNIS PERRON, LAURA COSTA.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE ROSATI

“Dennis became my advisor. I would call him often for advice, or to tell 
him a story, or (to go on) a date—he loved to get picked up and taken out. 
When Cara and I met, she fell right into step as a consort with Dennis. He 
may have been gay, but he loved the ladies, too.

“Dennis had an amazing sense of humor, and no topic was out of bounds. 
So renowned for the serious moments of his life, few people know about the 
soft side, the funny, loving, dancing side of Dennis Peron.”

Cara is a coach and activist and came to know Dennis through her artistic 
partner Laura in 2016. They met at his Castro Castle. “At sixty-nine years 
old, Dennis had survived a stroke and was battling lung cancer. He was little, 
with a shock of white hair and fragile as a bird, and also rocked a crooked 
grin and had a sparkle in his eye. He enjoyed company, and he was engaged 
and opinionated. He was funny, so sharp and wry, which blended uniquely 
with his over-riding kindness and his raunchy humor, too. I visited him often 
with Laura, and we took him to local cannabis events like the Emerald Cup 
in Santa Rosa. We were friends, and I was honored to know him the last two 
years of his life.”

When not working on advocacy and activism, the father of medical canna-
bis spent his time dancing. He had won contests in his youth. Dennis was a 
free-spirited man with a kind heart. This was put to the test when he lost his 
partner, the love of his life, Jonathan West, to AIDS. At that point, Dennis 
focused all his efforts toward helping patients gain legal access to growing 
and using cannabis for their medical treatments. It was in 1991 that he or-
ganized the passage of San Francisco’s Proposition P, a resolution calling 
for the state government to issue permits for medical cannabis. The resolu-
tion received a vote of 79 percent. Dennis also co-founded the San Francisco 

13

C
AN

N
AB

IS
 L

IF
ES

TY
LE

“I WANTED TO LEGALIZE LOVE … ALONG THE WAY,
 I LEGALIZED MARIJUANA!”

--DENNIS PERON

ZOE JON ALEJANDRA

APRIL 8, 1945 -- JANUARY 27, 2018



Cannabis Buyers Club that same year, making it the first public cannabis 
dispensary. He also collaborated with Brownie Mary on a cookbook with 
recipes for edibles. 

Proposition 215 was the highlight of all Dennis Peron’s efforts toward the 
legalization of cannabis. However, he was strongly opposed to Proposition 
64, also referred to by supporters as the “Adult Use of Marijuana Act,” with 
the full name “Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act.” 

Cara and Laura further explained Dennis’s stance on the matter. “Regard-
ing Prop. 64, his opposition was that we did not need it, that Prop. 215 did 
not need replacing. Everything in Prop. 64 was about commerce, and Dennis 
always said, ‘This is a plant, a medicine,’ and that it was successfully getting 
where it needed to go. Yes, we needed to improve our testing, but nothing 
was worth disrupting patient access to medicine. However, Prop. 64 was 
focused on enforcement and commerce and missed compassion entirely.”

Dennis believed that the true mark of cannabis medication is compassion 
and that anything commercial ruins the gesture. After all, Proposition 215 
was the Compassionate Use Act of 1996. He believed that people need more 
than just medicine. Other than cannabis, Dennis knows very well the impor-
tance of basic necessities, like food. He expressed support for feeding people 
and did his part whenever he can. Cara and Laura would like to let everyone 
realize the importance of his legacy.

“There is no formal organization to carry on Dennis’s legacy at this time. 
We continue to introduce folks to Dennis and promote his vision of the Gar-
den of Social Change in person and through social media. Just inside the 
door at Dennis’s Castro Castle is a mural that reads, ‘Dennis Peron’s Garden 
of Social Change.’ This quote explains a lot about Dennis. He used to say, “I 
wanted to legalize love … along the way, I legalized marijuana!” 

Cara and Laura are currently working on collaborating with event organ-
izers like Jim McAlpine of the New West Summit in setting up a memorial 
space. They did a memorial this year, bringing pictures and memorabilia in 
Dennis Peron’s Garden of Social Change. They also expanded the garden as 
Dennis would have wanted. Topics on compassion and social change were 
discussed during the gathering.

Both women have fond memories of Dennis. For Laura, one of the fondest 
was the election season of October 2016. “I call it the ‘Whistlestop Trip.’ 
Dennis wanted to go to Southern California to do some campaigning against 
Prop. 64. My daughter lived in San Diego then, so we planned a road trip. 
It was dark already, the first day when we left his place in SF. As we went 

over the old Bay Bridge, we talked about the new bridge being built along-
side, and that soon, just like this old bridge, Prop. 215 would be history. We 
stopped that night at Anderson’s, on I-5, and had pea soup for dinner.

“Over the next 12 days, we worked our way from San Francisco to San 
Diego and back to San Francisco, then straight on up to Humboldt to my 
place, then back to San Francisco. Our days were filled with new friends, old 
friends and media appointments. We took every opportunity to stop at places 
where we could share a few joints with random people and see as many sun-
sets as possible. We went to the beach several times, and the redwood forest 
behind [Humboldt State University]. Through all of this, we talked, Dennis 
and I, and that is my fondest memory.

“My second-favorite memory: doing mushrooms with Dennis and a few 
other unnamed souls up in Fairfax after shooting some documentary foot-
age. We went to a really nice dinner and proceed to cut up like grown teen-
agers. Dennis was memorable, always.”

Cara remembers the first few days of December 2017, shooting the Com-
passion Calendar, which was an art project to raise funds to support Dennis.

“I had hoped to have five hundred dollars for Dennis through sponsorships 
and donations by the end of that day, and I only had fifty. Down in Dennis’s 
room at the Castro Castle, I handed Dennis the case and said, ‘Dennis, this is 
just a fraction of what I hoped to have for you. Please take it as a gesture of 
our intention to support you with this project.’ 

“He smiled so sweetly, put his hand on his heart and said, ‘Thank you. 
I’m proud of you and what you’re doing.’ His words washed over me like a 
blessing. I was so grateful for his words, for his appreciation.”

The next part of the lesson came the following day while overhearing a 
conversation Dennis was having with Wayne Justmann, his longtime friend, 
and his brother Brian Peron, in which he said, ‘Money? I’ve seen a lot, I’ve 
shared a lot,’ and then with a grin,‘I’m rich when I have twenty bucks.’ In-
stead of having fallen short with the fifty dollars we had at the end of the day, 
from Dennis’ perspective, he’d been made rich two and a half times over. I 
felt humbled and inspired as I often did with Dennis.”

Family and friends will always remember Dennis Peron as a kind and com-
passionate soul. His life’s work was founded on love. 
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H I T T I N G  T H E 
H I G H  P O I N T S

A  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  T H E  H I G H  P O I N T S  I N  A  L O N G  A N D 
T W I S T E D  H I S TO R Y  O F  C A N N A B I S

IS CANNABIS LEGAL where you live? More and 
more Americans can say yes to that. That’s something 
to celebrate—the positive changes in cannabis laws, 
from greater medical access in many U.S. states to 
nationwide legalization as Canada has just done. 
Clearly, we live in saner times (at least as far as 
cannabis acceptance is concerned).

The start of a year is a good time to take stock of 
where we are and what we’ve been through to get here. 
We can so easily forget how very far we’ve come. So, 
I’ve pulled off the bookshelf my favorite compendium 
of cannabis law and lore, Martin A. Lee’s Smoke 
Signals: A Social History of Marijuana—Medical, 

Recreational, and Scientific, to refresh my memory. 
Lo and behold, we’re right in the middle of two 
important cannabis anniversaries, one of 80 years 
(plus one) and the other coming up on 50. October 
1937 saw the end, in the U.S. anyway, of centuries of 
trust in cannabis as the federal government spewed 
out oodles of scary falsehoods in support of the 
passage of the Marihuana Tax Act. October 1970 
ratcheted up the fear by placing cannabis on the 
Schedule I list, meaning it’s a public menace with no 
medical applications.

But those are really downers, nothing to celebrate. 
The propaganda generated by these milestones goes 

MOLLY CATE



a long way toward explaining why we’ve had such an 
uphill struggle all these years though. Let’s turn our 
attention to some of the many courageous people and 
actions that countered government bias. This will be 
anything but a comprehensive list; that would take 
every page of the magazine and more. Instead, the focus 
here is on some personal favorites.

Let’s start with cannabis heroes. Peter Maguire and 
Mike Ritter’s book Thai Stick: Surfers, Scammer, and 
the Untold Story of the Marijuana Trade honors a 
whole slew of laid-back heroes, the surfers who risked 
everything to smuggle cannabis products into the U.S. 
and, in the process, connected the dots on a global 
market. Thanks, dudes! 

As the word “untold” suggests, many cannabis heroes 
have tried to stay below the legal radar. Some were 
outed by being arrested. The great jazz trumpeter Louis 
Armstrong comes to mind, busted in 1930. Basketball 
Hall of Fame legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and his legit 
medicine (for migraines) got nabbed by U.S. Customs 
agents in a Canadian airport in 1998. 

Other heroes sought out the court of public opinion 
by being intentionally visible. First up chronologically 
is Dr. William Woodward, counsel for the American 
Medical Association, who took on congressional witch-
hunters in 1937. To quote Martin Lee’s book, Woodward 
“challenged [their] claim that cannabis was a dangerous 
drug with no therapeutic value.”  Then, on page 99 of 
Smoke Signals, there’s a marvelous photo from 1965 of 
poet Allen Ginsberg with a huge sign around his neck 
that reads, “Pot Is Fun.” And dear to many hearts is the 
activist Jack Herer, who wrote the classic The Emperor 
Wears No Clothes, published in 1985. 

Also in the 1980s, Dr. Donald Abrams, chief of 
hematology and oncology at San Francisco General 
Hospital, constantly pushed back against city and 
federal obstructionists in his efforts to study the 
effectiveness of cannabis in caring for HIV patients. 
He said, “Every place I turn there’s an obstacle in my 
way. It’s not medical—it’s political.” (Lee, page 230) 
And there’s the amazing Captain Howard Wooldridge, 
retired Michigan police detective, who in 2010 twice 
rode his pinto pony Misty across the U.S., and then 
throughout California, wearing a T-shirt that read, 

“Cops Say Legalize Pot. Ask Me Why.” See a photo of 
him with Misty on page 379 of Lee’s book.

Others on the medical side include the beloved San 
Francisco legend of the 1980s, Brownie Mary, who 
baked and distributed for free up to 15,000 cannabis-
infused brownies a month to HIV patients at S.F. 
General. Israeli scientist Raphael Mechoulam still 
continues work he began in 1964, when he was the first 
to synthesize THC. In the 1990s, his team discovered 
that mammalian brains, including human ones, 
synthesize their own cannabinoid compounds, one of 
which was given the exquisite name anandamide. 

Last, but never least, is the former National Institute 
of Mental Health psychiatrist Dr. Tod Hiro Mikuriya 
(what a perfect middle name). Martin Lee records 
that he “rediscovered the forgotten medical [cannabis] 
literature and brought it to the attention of physicians 
and scientists… Almost single-handedly, he kept the 
issue alive…” Doctor Tod, as he affectionately came to 
be known, smoked his first reefer in Mexico in 1959 
and shared pipes of kif with North African Berber 
tribesmen in 1966. In paper after professional paper, 
he championed the cause of the many therapeutic uses 
for cannabis, culminating in his editing of the ground-
breaking compilation, Marijuana Medical Papers.

In the category we might call “Truth Silenced,” 
we discover a century of disregarded governmental 
reports disputing negative language and legislation 
about cannabis, and not just in the U.S. Ignored reports 
include the 1894 British Indian Hemp Commission 
Report, New York City Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia’s 
1944 blue ribbon panel, the 1972 Shafer Commission 
Report that so rankled Richard Nixon and the 1982 
release of a six-year study by the National Academy 
of Sciences, which Ronald Reagan disregarded. These 
writers and researchers dared to stand up for truth.

Here’s a last note, not taken from Martin Lee’s 
Smoke Signals but from my local newspaper (the 
Times-Standard in Humboldt County, California). On 
December 21, 2018, the paper reported that Donald 
Trump had just signed into law a comprehensive 
agricultural bill that included the complete legalization 
of hemp. Causes for celebration keep on coming.
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E T A I N  H E A L T H

New York’s First Female-Owned and Operated Cannabis 
Dispensary on Its Foundation and Future

IT IS BELIEVED that New York will become the 11th 
state in the U.S. to legalize cannabis for both medical 
and recreational use. The state currently has about 
75,000 medical cannabis patients. In December 2018, its 
governor, Andrew Cuomo, announced his plan to bring 
the state into the retail market, a move that could generate 
more than a billion dollars in sales each year.  

“Let’s legalize the adult use of recreational marijuana 
once and for all,” he said in a speech that outlined the first 
100 days of his third term.

One company—Etain Health—is on a mission to ensure 
that the state’s consumers have access to safe, quality 
cannabis products. The company is based in Chestertown, 
New York. It is the first and only female-owned and 
operated business of its type in the state. It’s also family-
run. Its founders include Amy Peckham, Hillary Peckham 
and Keeley Peckham. 

The company was founded in December 2014, the 
same year that New York passed its Compassionate 
Care Act. The Peckhams applied for and received a 
license the following summer. Now they own and operate 
four dispensaries located in New York City, Kingston, 
Yonkers and Syracuse. 

Compassion was the driving force behind the company’s 
foundation. Its founders launched the business after the 
loss of a family member, known affectionately as Granny 
Fanny, who suffered from ALS, also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease. According to the Mayo Clinic, ALS 
“is a type of motor neuron disease in which nerve cells 
gradually break down and die.”

“My mother [Amy Peckham] was the caretaker for 
our grandmother [Frances Keeffe]. She started end-
of-life care, and was given different medication,” 
Hillary Peckham explained. “We knew we could not 

MELISSA HUTSELL
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cure her illness, but we could [treat] her with different 
pharmaceuticals.” At one point, Hillary noted that 
Frances was taking 25 different medications. Her doctor 
did recommended medical cannabis—but at the time, 
there was no legal way of procuring it in New York 
State. 

After Frances’ passing, her family continued to research 
cannabis as medicine. They were captivated by the by 
anecdotes of success that patients were having around 
country. When the Compassionate Care Act passed in 
2014, they knew it would be an opportunity to help fellow 
New Yorkers access medical cannabis, and they formed 
Etain Health. 

The company takes its name from the women’s Irish 
ancestry. “Etain [pronounced ee–tane] is a Gaelic goddess 
… the name represents multiple forms of women,” said 
Hillary. “Mostly though, it’s an homage to my mom,” 
she added. While its namesake honors its founders, the 
company’s past and future endeavors are all dedicated to 
Granny Franny. That includes the research, discovery and 
innovation of cannabis as medicine.

The company is committed to finding new and easy 
ways to use cannabis. So far, Etain has  developed its own 
vaporizers, oils and water-soluble powders. 

All products are made using pharmaceutical-grade 
ingredients, Hillary noted. “We do work with local 
physicians on data-tracking and patients success.” 
Etain Health is currently looking into the possibility of 
participating in clinical studies. 

The company has developed its own brand of oil-based 
products, such as tinctures, sublinguals, capsules, oral 
sprays and vaporizers. “We just came out with a water-
soluble powder, kind of like Gatorade powders,” Hillary 
said. 

Etain is the first MMJ company in New York State 
to offer a liquid-soluble THC powder, according to 
Marijuana Business Daily, though similar products are 

being sold in other states. The powder has no taste and 
can be used with any liquid, such as coffee, water or juice. 
Like all of Etain’s products, it’s made with all-natural 
ingredients, including beet sugar and the company’s pure 
cannabis oil.

Each of Etain’s products offers a distinct cannabinoid 
profile that was developed to help alleviate symptoms 
of certain conditions. Dolce is high in CBD and is 
intended for patients who suffer from Parkinson’s disease, 
Huntington’s disease or epilepsy. The formula is available 
in capsule, tincture, sublingual, vaporizer and oral spray 
forms. Etain’s Mezzo branded products contain 2:1 
CBD to THC. They help to treat symptoms of multiple 
sclerosis (MS), cancer, irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), 
neuropathies, spinal cord damage, epilepsy, Huntington’s 
disease and Parkinson’s disease. 

Other formulations include Etain’s Balance and Forte 
brands, which also come in powder forms. Balance 
is made with 1:1 CBD to THC, while Forte is high in 
THC with only trace amounts of CBD. Forte is made 
for patients who suffer from HIV/AIDS, ALS, cancer, 
neuropathies and spinal cord damage. 

Etain’s plants are grown in a 25,000-square-foot facility 
in Warren County, in upstate New York. All plants are 
grown indoors in greenhouses, Hillary explained. The 
company is planning on expanding, which will include 
doubling the size of the current growing operation.

 
In terms of the state’s looming legalization of adult-

use cannabis, Hillary said the company is committed to 
providing safe access to cannabis to all New Yorkers in 
need. 

“[We’re] pretty certain we are going to see a proposal 
in the next month or two on adult use and how that’s 
going to be regulated,” she said. “What’s really important 
is ensuring that the quality standards are maintained to 
ensure consumer protection.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ETAINHEALTH.COM

ETAIN’S “BALANCE” LINE IS MADE WITH 1:1 CBD TO THC RATIO.
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GARDEN HELPERS ARE SEEN 
TENDING TO CANNABIS PLANTS  
IN A LICENSED FACILITY.



A M O N G  A  F E W  other things, David 
Crosby knows cannabis. And he knows 
everyone. And everyone knows, and re-
members, his name. He knew what time it 
was, back when 420 was still just a triad of 
digits, and before “4 + 20” was the eighth 
track on Déjà Vu. Soon, he hopes, the man 
who inspired Dennis Hopper’s Easy Rider 
character will again let his freak flag fly—
in a fertile new field that seems to be go-
ing mainstream. In the new year, the mul-
ti-platinum-selling singer-songwriter, who 
is familiar to tens of millions as the “C” in 
“CSN(Y),” will try his hand at shifting a dif-
ferent sort of goods. 

 
Croz, you see, is bullish on grass.

He has entertained for decades, sometimes 
by the half million or so. Lately, Croz and his 
friend and business partner—another Steven 
(with a v) S.—have been entertaining offers 
from cannabis purveyors to license his name 
and likeness and create a signature brand, 
tentatively to be known as Mighty Croz.

 
This is an evolving renaissance man. He 

has been a sailor and a biker and a pilot 
and a horseman, and now he is a member 
of NORML’s advisory board. The figure 
who has been a Byrd and a third (sometimes 
a quarter) of a ground-shifting ensemble 
whose second gig was Woodstock, which is 
about to have a 50th anniversary, has worn 
many hats, and sometimes no helmet. These 

days, he tends to sport a red knit cap that 
his wife, who also has a green thumb, made 
for him. Sooner or later, you might see him 
underneath a baseball lid with a business 
logo. Watch him throw it in the ring as a 
budding canna-preneur.

 
Over the years, Croz has gotten high with 

the best of them—hell, he may well be the 
best of them! He has probably partaken of 
more (and better) stuff than you have, maybe 
even since before you were born. His happy 
face appeared on the cover of Rolling Stone 
the week after this writer arrived in a naval 
maternity ward in July of 1970, when there 
was a war going on, Congress was soon to 
pass the Controlled Substances Act, “Teach 
Your Children” had just been on the charts 
and his ethereal first solo album was in the 
pipeline. (Little did I know.…)

 
Almost a half century later, I spoke by 

phone with Croz, who had just wrapped up 
a splendid six-week (22-date) tour with the 
Lighthouse Band, in support of their very 
smooth and calm new album, Here If You 
Listen, recorded and released in 2018. We 
discussed his legacy, his values, his enduring 
creative vision and his entrepreneurial 
ambitions in the new green age that’s been a 
long time coming.

 
Right from the opening bars, our 

conversation resonated with Croz’s 
enthusiasm, optimism and passion. “Here’s 

how it works, man: I’ve been a pot smoker 
for about fifty years, and so I’ve had time to 
figure out what I like and how I like it and 
how I want to live with it. I really do enjoy 
it.” He knows what he wants to do in the 
industry, and why, and he is itching to roll 
up his sleeves and perform it. Meanwhile, 
he will be on the other side of the interview 
desk as he and compadre Steven Sponder 
conduct auditions and select the right 
producer. As Croz put it, “We are slowly but 
surely talking to anybody who wants to talk 
to us.”  

Croz is not eying some casual retirement 
hobby—he’s still working, sustaining his 
musical journey, not skipping a lot of beats. 
He proudly told me that he’s already written 
some new lyrics and chord changes since he 
came off the road in early December.

 
This is a man who appreciates. Croz savors 

moments, and he has a rich repertoire of 
conveying radiant vignettes made out of 
sound. It’s not only in the music. Just from 
his cheerful voice, I could clearly imagine 
the scene he described sitting in (speaking 
to me as “the happiest guy” who was taking 
in “a perfect California day” as we spoke), 
which included a tree with no leaves and a 
couple of horses in a pasture. Just a little hit 
of that depiction, and I felt like I was right 
there with him.

 

C R O S B Y  A I M S  F O R 
A  J O I N T  V E N T U R E

Music Legend Charting a New Course

DAVE JOHNSTONE
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Please look beyond anything you may have 
heard or read about his separation from his 
first famous band—people live and learn. 
David Crosby has repeatedly proven himself 
as a master collaborator, and his harmonies 
are not limited to vocals. The man has an 
uncanny knack for partnerships, and he does 
some of his best work with the right others. 
His bud, Sponder, a decades-long friend and 
confidant and a seasoned restaurateur, brings 
plenty to the table, reviewing proposals and 
potential business plans from canna-dates 
large and small, helping to separate the wheat 
from the chaff.

 
We discussed his potential role in Mighty 

Croz products’ creation and quality control. 
“I’m a pretty knowledgeable pot smoker, and 
if my name’s going to go on it, then I would 
insist on going for the highest-quality product 
that you could get.” Does that mean that he 
foresees the special privilege of tasting and 
testing everybody’s wares? “Yes, my work is 
stacking up ahead of me! All this research!” 
What are his priorities? He emphasized the 
premium he places on aroma. “I certainly can 
tell if something is quality in taste and smell, 
which are very important to me. That’s why 
I love sativa so much. I love the smell and 
the taste.”

Considering that spirits and tobacco 
companies have shown an interest in the 
rising cannabis tide, I asked Croz whether he 
would consider partnering with one of them. 
For ethical reasons, he told me, “I couldn’t 
work with a tobacco company . . . but I think 
there are many new companies starting 
right now that I absolutely could work with. 
They’re a different generation of people, and 
they’ve got a different ethic. I could work 
with them easily.”

 
Croz has a broad product line in mind. “I 

would like to work with a company that has a 
lot of different growers and a lot of different 
kinds.” Sativa and indica? “A lot of different 
kinds of sativa and indica and a lot of 
different combinations. And a lot of different 
kinds of edibles and creams and oils. I like 
it all. I like all the different kinds of ways of 
selling it to people—I just think it has to be 
done at a very good quality level.”

 
The brand’s main target audience is a 

demographic who have carried on with Coz’s 
and his bands’ music since the 1960s, likely 

share his vision and values and in droves are 
getting back to the garden, rediscovering 
cannabis as they approach or settle into 
retirement. (Seventy percent of discretionary 
income in the United States is in that 
generation’s hands, incidentally.) “I have 
millions of fans,” Crosby happily observed. 
“That’s the biggest bump in the population 
curve, man. That’s a whole shitload of 
people. And that’s who bought our millions 
of records. So, that’s what I hope to drag into 
the picture for a pot company.”

 
Croz recognized, “I’m sort of a specialist in 

marketing to a particular group of people—
that bunch of boomers. I’ve been marketing 
to them for fifty years, and I do have some 
idea of how to do that.” He wishes he 
could someday sell his brand at his gigs’ 
merch tables, but, alas, the crazy quilt of 
inconsistent state laws complicates that for 
now. However, he does foresee his music and 
cannabis businesses cross-pollinating quite 
well. “I could advertise my pot brand at my 
concerts, and I could advertise my concerts 
with my pot brand. That I could do easily, 
and I would, naturally, of course. ‘Smoke one 
of these, and come to this concert.’ It will 
work!”

 
He feels adamant that the domino effect 

of policy reform will wind up the way it’s 
supposed to be. “I think it should be legal, 
because I don’t want people going to jail for 
smoking a joint. It’s just ridiculous, man.” 
How idealistic is he about the reasons for the 
retreat from prohibition? “Doesn’t matter to 
me why. I will be glad of it, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity. I’m going to try my level 
best and take advantage of it and also to help 
change the law, because that’s kind of a cause 
célèbre to me.” 

 
When I asked Croz what he would think if 

Donald Trump, of all people, were actually 
to sign a federal cannabis-reform bill, he 
seemed as though he could handle it. “Well, 
if he did, it would be only because of the 
money—y’know, they do things for the 
wrong reasons—but if that gets it done, 
that’s fine with me. I think it’s inevitable, 
man....”

 
Is there some irony in David Crosby wanting 

to enter a regulated business? He guffawed at 
the suggestion. “I’m sure there is, y’know, but 
it’s OK! I think the regulations are changing 

drastically, and the business is changing and 
evolving drastically, and it will continue 
to.” But he’s optimistic and comfortable. “I 
can fully jump in right now and feel very 
confident that it’s going to go the way I think 
it’s going to go, and it will be good.”

 
I asked him how cannabis has played into 

his creative life. For example, does it help 
him dull the frustrations of writer’s block? 
“I haven’t had writer’s block.” (No, of course 
not. Witness and hear the four albums he’s 
released since 2014.) “I do write all the 
time, and I do write stoned. I smoke at night, 
and then I pick up the guitar, and I think up 
new music and new words. So, y’know, it’s 
definitely a part of my creative process and 
has been for years.” But he doesn’t perform 
under that enhancement these days. “I work 
straight, and then I smoke afterwards.” He 
clarified that he now prefers to vape.

 
He also knows how to cultivate things, 

having grown up tending the legal crops of 
lemons (like Nixon’s father, I observed) and 
avocados. Nowadays, along with some dogs, 
the Crosbys raise a few serrated-leafed items 
of their own at home. “We have a lot of fun 
with it. We go out in the mornings when the 
plants are flowering and talk to them and 
prune and weed. It’s really fun, man. They’re 
really fun to grow.” You can just imagine the 
good vibes they fertilize with.

 
Croz and his wife enjoy making edibles at 

home, too. I asked him whether they have any 
specialties. “What we make is ginger snaps 
and chocolate chip cookies.... We make pot 
butter, and then we make cookies with it, and 
they’re really good.”

 
You wouldn’t be out of tune to call Croz a 

high-standard bearer. Maybe it’s just folklore, 
but he is said to have wielded such expertise 
that he could identify a random cannabis 
sample (and its origins) with uncanny 
accuracy. He knows what’s good, and he 
knows where it’s at, and he hopes you’ll get 
out and get some—from him—after he and 
his mate make the deal and set sales.

 
We at the Emerald Magazine wish Messrs. 

Crosby and Sponder and their families a 
positive and prosperous new year, and we 
look forward to checking back in with them, 
some time in 2019, to see how things are 
growing.
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Celebrate 

Normalization 

With Humboldt 

Brothers’ New 

Coppola 

Collab
DANIELLE GUERCIO
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THE GROWER’S SERIES is an example of what the 
luxury cannabis niche could look like in the years to 
come. When a trend starts to rise, you can feel it in the air. 
In this first wave of legality, we’re seeing projects that will 
win over more hearts and minds than ever before. 

In states with longstanding cannabis programs, like 
California, the expansion from legal medical to legal 
recreational use has stoked the imagination of some of 
the world’s biggest creatives, like Francis Ford Coppola’s 
first cannabis curation with the Humboldt Brothers: The 
Grower’s Series, a limited-edition collection bringing 
new highs to the Coppola name by showcasing some of 
2018’s best cultivars from their offerings. 

Three premium grams, plus paper and a pipe, are 
precisely what you need to get it started. Considering that 
the rise of super-premium cannabis is only in its infancy, 
this variety box makes a great birthday gift or host gift, or 
even an impromptu game-changer for someone who was 
previously not on the green team. 

Humboldt Brothers are celebrating their first legal 
recreational harvest, highlighted by this high-profile 
collab, whose three phenotypes of craft cannabis were 
hand-chosen by Francis Ford Coppola himself, from over 
20 of the grow team’s top selections. 

Long known for wine, Coppola knows what an integral 
part of social culture intoxicants can be. The iconic 
filmmaker has been bringing wine culture mainstream 
since he produced his first vintage in 1977. 

Humboldt Brothers proprietors Brett Todoroff and 
Johnny Deim’s expertise lies in another beloved 
consumable that requires as much earthbound knowledge 
as winemaking, and it’s more important to the celebratory 
lifestyle now than it ever. They believe that cannabis is 
a tremendous aid to those who produce art. “Cannabis 
has been, and continues to be, integral to the creative 
process of many individuals.” For now, any influence that 
cannabis could have had on Coppola’s signature films 
would be purely speculative, but we know that it’s been 
there for many directors throughout the decades.

Surely, Coppola is enough of a connoisseur of 
bacchanalia to make the journey into the cannabis 
industry, so this curation doesn’t seem out of place. 
About these two staples of partying, Coppola says quite 
poetically, “Wine and cannabis are two ancient and 
bounteous gifts of Mother Nature, linked by great care, 
terroir and temperateness. Expertise making one applies 
to the other.” 



This love of terroir led Coppola to Humboldt 
Brothers and their care-oriented operation. 
Dime and Todoroff told the Emerald Magazine, 
“They were very interested in honoring the craft 
of the grower, our team, growing practices and 
Humboldt County being the best appellation in the 
world to cultivate cannabis.” Humboldt Brothers 
have a few farms in different microclimates 
throughout Humboldt County, which they use to 
their advantage, not unlike a vintner. 

We’re giving you insider tips on each of the 
cultivars inside, and which Coppola wines to try 
them with, even though you must purchase them 
separately until regulations loosen up. The first 
selection, Blue Skittles, is grown at only slight 
elevation at Benbow Farms. It’s a hardy strain 
that took very well to this year’s conditions, and 
the growers recommend taking advantage of the 
zippy fruit flavors with a glass of Director’s Cut 
Zinfandel. Fruit-heavy strains make for great 
party friends, keeping you soothed but not in your 
own head. 

Nothing says “celebration” like a glass (or, in 
this case, a convenient aluminum can) of rosé. 
Coppola’s hand-picked Tangie from Salmon 

Creek was grown on a high, cool mountainside. 
The citrusy, piney undertones and happy effects of 
this cultivar would make a great team with Sofia 
Brut Rosé. 

When special times approach, many people 
reach for the most popular strains to add some flair 
to their gathering. Sour Diesel has always been a 
potent party fuel, and sipping on a joint while you 
sip on a Coppola Diamond Sauvignon Blanc is 
sheer celebration genius. This Sour Diesel grew 
at some elevation where heat and cool could work 
on those special flowers to make them extra sticky 
and fragrant. 

Deim and Todoroff shed more light on the 
audience this unique project choice is speaking 
to. “This collection is targeting the cannabis-
curious consumer. They may have tried cannabis 
in the past, but the cannabis of today isn’t like 
the cannabis of yesteryear. It was important that 
the three selected strains all offered very distinct 
effects so the consumer could (re)discover their 
preferences.”

Winning over Generation X and Boomer 
cannabis consumers is a smart business move, 

because each demographic has massive buying 
power in today’s society. Potency and quality 
aren’t always enough to set a product apart from 
the rest, and this collab was designed with much 
more than getting super-baked in mind.

Humboldt Brothers mention a sound reason for 
not going overboard on potency: “It was also a 
deliberate choice to make sure that the THC levels 
did not go above 20 percent. The ritual of smoking 
has generally been something that one does with 
others. Sharing and passing, taking more than 
one hit. The goal is for continued enjoyment, not 
getting a consumer blasted after one hit.”  

It’s no big surprise that people with cannabis 
and wine connections want to work together to 
improve our favorite social substances. And while 
you can’t work with both under the same brand 
name for the time being, this curation bodes very 
well for the future of both spaces.

TO LEARN MORE,  
VISIT HUMBOLDTBROTHERS.COM

Specialty Gases for Essential Oil Extracts

www.EurekaOxygenCompany.com

DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
from Weaverville to Gold Beach 

all the way to 
The Golden Gate

NEED IT 
COLD?

♦ Dry Ice ♦ 
In Pellet Form 

So you don't have to 
chip it to fit it! 

We can make any 
quantity!

 N-Butane  ♦ N-Propane 
♦CO2 ♦ Nitrogen 

in C y l i n d e r s  & L i q u i d
a t  a l l  4  l o c a t i o n s !

Eureka Oxygen Co.
2810 Jacobs Avenue

(707) 443-2228
Mon-Fri 8 - 5
Sat 9 - Noon

Ukiah Oxygen Co.
3470 North State St.

(707) 462-8674
Mon-Fri 8 - 5

 Petaluma Oxygen Co.
125 Lakeville Street

(707) 763-9353
Mon-Fri 8 - 5

Lake County Welders Supply
727 Bevins Street

Lakeport, Calif.
(707) 263-0788

Mon-Fri 8 - 5

W E  N O W  H AV E
ET H Y L  A LC O H O L

31

C
AN

N
AB

IS
 L

IF
ES

TY
LE

30

EM
ER

AL
D

 M
AG

AZ
IN

E

BRETT TODOROFF AND JOHNNY DEIM 
OF HUMBOLDT BROTHERS



THE CANNABIS INDUSTRY is getting bigger and 
better and is making waves in the global marketplace. 
According to Statista, U.S. retail sales of medical cannabis 
are projected to reach between $4.9 and $6.1 billion by 
2020, with the consumer market projected to reach $37.3 
billion through combined medical and recreational sales. 
As in any industry, advertising and information exchange 
are key drivers. 

This is where the CannaGather community comes in. 
The organization was founded by Princeton alumnus Josh 
Weinstein and comprises a diverse range of individuals. 
CannaGather started in New York City, where Weinstein 
himself grew up. He began to show a talent for critical 
thinking and leadership at a young age and was the 2004 
U.S. high-school speed chess champion while he was 
attending Stuyvesant High School, and he was featured 
on NY1 as a scholar-athlete who was the captain of both 
the soccer and hockey teams. Weinstein also received the 
1901 Medal for being the most active senior student at 
Princeton. It was there that he honed his organizational 
skills to perfection. Among his most notable collegiate 
achievements were Photocracy.org and AllOurIdeas.
org, which gained Google.org’s attention and investment 
funding. 

Weinstein reflected, “Another project I worked on became 
the basis for a trio of social sites, primarily GoodCrush.
com, an anonymous matching-based dating site for a few 
years prior to Tinder. I raised $1 million in venture and 
was named one of the 15 Hot Young Stars in New York 
Tech by Business Insider. Although things were going 
well, I became passionate about live video and shifted 
focus to YouAreTV. YouAreTV was a live video platform 
that enabled the audience to not just watch but also video 
call-in and participate, as featured on Bloomberg. I have 
been a guest speaker at DLD, Princeton, NYU, the CUNY 
Graduate School of Journalism as well as programs such 
as Founder Institute and TechStars.”

Weinstein originally wanted to start a social network 
focusing on high-school students in New York. He wanted 
to add the word “high” to the name and then realized 

that cannabis would be legalized. In 2013, he envisioned 
starting an equivalent of the New York Tech Meetup for 
the cannabis industry. By 2014, CannaGather officially 
launched. The year 2018 has been nothing short of 
amazing for the community, with growing crowds of like-
minded individuals getting together for the cannabis cause. 
New York membership has reached more than 4,000 as of 
the time of writing. The New Jersey community is also 
steadily growing, with 2,500 members so far. 

Weinstein is pleased and optimistic. “We’ve been 
thrilled that all of our events this year in New York have 
had over 200 attendees, and several of our New Jersey 
events have had 300 people! We hope that the passage 
of the Farm Bill and state-level legislative progress boost 
overall interest in our New York and New Jersey events. 
Likewise, we are expanding to Los Angeles, Connecticut 
and D.C. in January alone, so hopefully we’re able to 
spread CannaGather seamlessly and successfully to those 
locations and others we may pursue.” CannaGather is also 
expanding to Massachusetts and Philadelphia.

CannaGather organizes events with dinner and drinks, 
along with sponsor tables and networking. Every gathering 
is a mix of information drive, network building and 
exchanging of the latest ideas and visions for the future 

C A N N A G A T H E R

BRINGING THE BEST OF THE INDUSTRY TOGETHER

Kyla Tripodi
Broker/Owner
#01930997 

707.834.7979

Charlie Tripodi
Realtor®/Owner
#01332697 

707.476.0435

Katherine Fergus
Realtor®
#01956733 

707.601.1331

Tyla Miller
Realtor®
#01919487 

707.362.6504

The MosT LisTings & saLes in huMboLdT CounTy
The Experience, Knowledge & Professionalism to Make Your Dreams Come True

WilloW Creek - $1,500,000
New Listing!
±30 Acre turnkey farm with 
temp State & stamped County 
permit for 6800k ML & 8200 
OD, custom home, and creek 
frontage!

Alderpoint - $795,000
New Listing!
±6 Acre turnkey farm w/ State 
& County Interim permit for 
20k OD and 4k ML! Complete 
with PG&E, community water, 
pots & greenhouses!

ShoWerS pASS - $479,000
New Listing!
±40 Acre remote parcel with 
interim permit for 9,606 of 
mixed light cultivation, cabin, 
green houses, and more!

Hailey Rohan
Realtor®
#02044086 

530.784.3581

Berry Summit - $599,000
Interim Permit for 10,700 sf OD 
& ML. ±40 Acres w/ yr round 
spring, 2/3 home, garden sites.

hAyfork - $2,600,000
30 Ac w/ Trinity Co Permit for 
20K sf ML. Distribution & Vol. 
manufacturing permit in process.

JunCtion City - $695,000
STATE & County Permit for 10K sf 
ML. ±7 Ac w/ 400-amp PUD, well, 
irrigation system, house & shop.

ferndAle - $1,480,000
Reduced Price!
±480 Undeveloped acres w/ ocean 
views, springs, creek, pond, open 
meadows, timber, easy access.

elk prAirie VineyArd - $1,480,000
Reduced Price!
±20 Acres w/ 3 homes, pond, 
decks, pool, winery, cellar, tasting 
room, mature grapes, olive trees.

WilloW Creek - $625,000
Interim Permit for 24,500 sf 
OD. ±160 Ac w/ water, flats, 
greenhouse, PG&E.

WilloW Creek - $375,000
Reduced Price!
Permit App for 17,500 sf OD & 
2500 sf ML. ±80 Ac w/ yr round 
creek, large flat, mountain views.

mCkinleyVille  - $589,000
STAMPED PERMIT for 10K sf ML. 
±10 Acres w/ spring, well, water 
storage, metal shop, garage, house.

WilloW Creek - $849,500
STAMPED PERMIT for 10K sf 
ML. ±5 Ac w/ public water, 3 
phase power capability, ADA 
processing shop.

redWood VAlley - $489,000
±1.2 Ac w/ creek frontage, 2/1 
home, guest cabin, pool & deck, 
garage/shop, tool shed, orchard.

ferndAle - $385,000
±110 Acres close to Ferndale 
w/ spring, open meadows, 
developed flats, & a small cabin.

Blue lAke - $579,000
3/2 home on ±130 Acres w/ pool, 
deck, garage, screened in patio, 
spring & Redwood Creek access.

pAnther GAp - $589,000
New Listing!
±40 Acres with State & County 
Interim permit for 5,828 OD. 
Features river frontage, large 
flat, cabin, yurt, and well.
 
BridGeVille - $499,000
New Listing!
±40 Acres featuring State 
and County interim permit for 
10,550 OD, creek frontage, 
springs, 3 ponds, cabin, & 
outbuildings!

phillipSVille - $495,000
New Listing!
±168 Acres featuring State temp 
& County Interim permit for 
9522 sq ft of ML water storage, 
outbuildings, and more!
 
kneelAnd - $925,000
New Listing!
±40 Acres featuring interim 
permit for 7,500 OD & 2,500 ML, 
meadows, outbuildings & more!

mAd riVer - $725,000
2/1 home on ±118 Acres w/ 
PG&E, spring, creek, well, barn, 
shop. Permits in process for 
10K OD.

WilloW Creek - $325,000
±3.3 Acre parcel featuring a 3/2 
home, power, stunning river views, 
and plenty of flat useable ground!

Alderpoint - $395,000
±70 Flat acres w/ .5 mile of Eel 
River frontage featuring cabin, 
outbuildings, power, and meadows.

mAnilA - $349,000
±9 Acres of coastal land w/ 
community services at the 
property and has multiple lot 
subdivision potential.

Berry Summit - $350,000
±160 Acres of secluded, heavily 
wooded property featuring 
multiple outbuildings, and 
Cedar Creek on site. 

hettenShAW - $295,000
±160 Acres w/ open 
meadows, oak & fir mix, cabin, 
outbuildings, ag infrastructure.

SAlmon Creek - $749,000
±120 acres w/ three cabins 
nestled in the hills of Salmon 
Creek w/orchards, water 
sources, solar, and much more!

mAd riVer - $350,000
±10 Acres w/ 2 bed 1 bath 1200 
sq ft home. Parcel features 
flats, outbuildings, water 
storage, and creek on site.

Burnt rAnCh - $250,000
±40 Acres w/ mixed timber 
woodlands, meadows, a spring, 
and dual deeded access.

hyAmpom - $189,000
±160 Acres w/ beautiful 
mountain views, developed 
flats and roads, timber, and 
water source.

ZOE JON ALEJANDRA
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of the cannabis industry. CannaGather events have included 
public company CEOs like Nick Kovacevich of KushCo 
Holdings and Derek Peterson of Terra Tech, politicians 
like the mayor of Trenton and the District Attorney of 
New York, investors and operators like Mitch Baruchowitz 
of Merida Capital and Kyle Detwiler of Northern Swan 
and movement leaders like Ethan Nadelmann of the Drug 
Policy Alliance and Aaron Smith of the National Cannabis 
Industry Association. 

Anyone is welcome to attend CannaGather functions for 
any reason. There is a charge only $25, inclusive of food 
and drink. The CannaGather community looks forward 
to a greener year ahead with more events on the way. It is 
gatherings like these that help keep the cannabis industry 
alive and continuously innovating. 

 

FOR FUTURE EVENTS, VISIT CANNAGATHER.COM 
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Karezza 
Men’s Daily Plant-based 
supplement that pairs 
herbs, adaptogens 
and essential oils 
with organic full-
spectrum CBD hemp 
oil for improved sexual 
wellness. • 30 doses 
for a month’s supply 
$39.95 • karezza.love

Papa & Barkley
Relief Tinctures Holistic, discreet and flexible option for 
those needing strong pain and anti-inflammatory relief.  
Available in 15 ml and 30 ml •  papaandbarkley.com

Toast
The Original Slices™ from 
Toast’s™ proprietary 100% cannabis 
whole-plant blend, each Slice™ 
includes a hemp paper tube and 
uniquely designed high-flow filter 
to level the burn. Toast’s™ original 
blend is identified by its rich purple 
filter and gold foil insignia.

evo hemp
HempX Softgels 
CBD Extract Good 
foundational CBD 
product to take daily, 
made with organic 
ingredients and no 
added flavorings. Its 
versatile formula can 
also be used on the skin 
because it’s unflavored, 
and the carrier oil is 
hempseed oil, which is 
one of your skin’s favorite 
foods. 450 mg $26 • 
evohemp.com

SteepFuze 
New Mountain Blend 
Gourmet small-batch 
infused with full-
spectrum CBD extract 
derived from Certified 
Organic hemp grown 
outdoors in Colorado. 
Medium roast, washed/
natural process, semi-
sweet chocolate, tart 
berries, caramel. 12 oz 
360 mg CBD $48.95 • 
steepfuze.com
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Everything But The Bagel Spice Mix Blend 
of spices you’d typically find on an everything 
bagel. It’s great on more than just bagels. Try 
tossing some into scrambled eggs or sprinkling 
some in a turkey sandwich • 5.3 oz jar $5.50

PreRoll Packs Low-dose solos filled with pure 
cannabis for a simply smooth smoke. With 
low THC, Toasties are made to be mellow, 
and their discreet, cigarette-style appearance 
makes using them mellow, too. • Five 
filtered, low-dose solos 0.5 g each $14.99

Gingergrass CBD Drops Daily 
stress management for body 
and mind. Bright and cheerful 
blend of adaptogenic herbs, 
stimulating ginger and Colorado 
grown CBD designed to reduce 
inflammation, promote immunity 
support, increase resilience to 
stress or aid nausea caused by 
travel or hangovers. • $48.00

Cannabis-Infused Topical 
Body Lotion Containing 
lavender, wildflower honey, 
aloe vera, and a host of other 
beneficial essential oils this 
lotion makes your bare skin 
feel great while providing 
relieving cannabis. • THC 8 fl 
oz (1000 mg)

Limited Edition Gift Box 
Each individually 

numbered, collectible 
box includes virgin 
cannabis flower, 
organic hempwick, 
rolling papers, 
crutches and matches. 
In two-jar and five-
jar sets, these living 
room- quality pieces 
make the perfect gift 

for the connoisseur. 
•

Pereg Natural Foods

Caliva Toasties 

Dram

Honey Pot

pereg-gourmet.com

caliva.com

dramdose.com

honeypotproducts.com

canndescent.com
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Kurvana 
Infusions vape pens 
CBD-infused vape pens 
that combine fruits and 
botanicals with balanced 
ratios of CBD and THC, for 
a soothing experience that 
maximizes the wellness 
benefits of cannabis 
without psychoactive 
effects. • $30 for .5 g 
cartridge / $55 for 1.0 g 
cartridge • kurvana.com

California Dreamin’ 
Sodas Made of simply fruit juice, spring water, 
cannabis and carbonation. Carefully crafted to 
not only taste great, but give you a light, fun 
buzz with 10 mg of THC.  • drinkdreamin.com

22 Red 
Vapes and pre-rolls using premium lab-
tested compliant cannabis. Selection of 
premium pre-rolled joints, such as 22OG 
and Church22. $35 • 22red.com

Remedi Plus 
New Mountain Blend Gourmet small-
batch infused with full-spectrum CBD 
extract derived from certified organic 
hemp grown outdoors in Colorado. 
Medium roast, washed/natural process, 
semi-sweet chocolate, tart berries, caramel. 
12 oz 360 mg CBD $48.95 • steepfuze.com

Uncanny 
Barista Blend Signature high-
bioavailability, water-soluble CBD powder. 
Designed to easily infuse into your morning 
coffee. This unique microencapsulated 
hemp extract powder has up to 10x better 
absorption in the stomach than oil-based 
extracts. $42-$99 • uncannywellness.com  
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Studies show that adding 

natural zeolite to compost 

can dramatically reduce 

overall ammonia emissions, 

increase nitrogen content, 

improve composting 

performance, and enhance 

the characteristics of the 

final product.

info@kmizeolite.com
855-823-3777For Organic Use

www.kmizeolite.com

Retain up to 3X more

NUTRIENTS
with natural zeolite

AVAILABLE LOCALLY : MARTIN SOIL : McKINLEYVILLE, CA
CALL 951 970-0413 to schedule pickup or delivery.

COMPOST 
IS BETTER 
WITH
ZEOLITE
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Premium, 
California-based 
cannabis-infused 
beverage brand. 
Created for mood-
based benefits, 
each infused 
with synergistic 
herbs and terpene 
blends. • $8-$10

mood33

mood33.com

Tropical Trainwreck High-
end vape pen from Orchid 
Essentials will allow cannabis 
lovers in the coldest locations 
to feel like they are sitting on 
a beach in Hawaii. This blend 
has hints of pineapple and 
citrus that are sure to bring 
the vacation wherever you 
may be. • $8

Orchid Essentials

orchidessentials.com

16

17

Pre-Roll Packs Chock full of premium 
full-flower and rolled in natural hemp papers. 
Four hybrid connoisseur mini rolls. 0.5 g each • $19.99 

Caliva DogWalkers

La Vida Verde

caliva.com

Menstrual Relief 
and Menstrual 
Relief Plus 700 
mg and 1,100 mg 
hemp extract and 
herb-infused MCT 
and Sacha Inchi Oil 
• $75 and $1134.95

Pure Kind Botanicals

orchidessentials.com

lavidaverde.com

Super Cookies. Made in small batches using
craft cannabis. Coconut nectar, lemon zest 
and Himalayan crystal salt are just some of the 
all-natural, organic ingredients consumers can 
expect to find in every bite. • $25
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Tonic 
CBD Oils + Tinctures Developed from 
organically grown cannabis plants 
on Carbone’s upstate New York farm. 
Tonic’s products are handcrafted with 
CBD oil + botanical blends for mind, 
body & soul. • tonicvibes.com

OG Tonic from $35
Chill Tonic from $40
Bare Tonic from $50

Evolved Alchemy 
Hemp Synergy Blends Spagyric preparation 
of organically cultivated hemp from 
Colorado. $37.50 • evolvedalchemy.com

Plant Songs: Reflections on Herbal Medicine 
By Jessica Baker Uniquely written book on herbal 
medicine that weaves personal stories with herbalism, 
spirituality and environmental activism. The songs of 
pine, cannabis, reishi and other medicinal herbs are 
shared through accounts of plant communication, 
clinical observations, research and recipes. Plant 
Songs explores how nature heals and communicates 
if we slow down and listen. Paperback $13.99 •

Crystal 
Mineral Deodorant Stick - Unscented Powerful, 
one-ingredient mineral stick eliminates and blocks 
odor before it starts without harmful or harsh 
chemicals offering long-lasting, natural mineral 
protection for up to 24 hours. $6.99 • thecrystal.com

Rowley’s Good Stuff 
Smooth and Dreamy is a Peanut Butter treat infused 
with 750 mg. active medical grade Cannabidiol 
(CBD), natural honey and organic Skullcap for the 
relief of pain, discomfort, anxiety, trouble sleeping or 
restlessness. Included in the box is a bamboo key to 
help you roll up the tube and get out every last drop 
of Good Stuff. • $80 • rowleysgoodstuff.com

Cannabis has an inclusivity issue. We intend to solve it.

cannaclusive.com

TM

ADVOCACY ● EDUCATION ● REPRESENTATION

Learn more about Cannaclusive, 

consult with our expert team, and see 

another side of cannabis consumers 

via our inclusive stock photography 

@cannaclusive

@becannaclusive

@cannaclusive

#becannaclusive
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Silicone Ashtray 
The flexible mess-free silicone ashtray insert is an 
awesome alternative to a big clunky ashtray on your 
table. Premium silicone with extended de-bowler for 
extra clearing action. Dishwasher friendly, great for on-
the-go or fits perfectly into a Blazy Susan. • $9.99

Blazy Gold Dab Tool 
Gold-plated stainless steel dab tools. Every tool comes 
with a custom silicone center grip to keep things from 
getting messy. • $4.95

Silicone Dab Station Insert 
Built specifically for your Blazy Susan. Flexible slots and 
holders to hold all your dabbing tools and concentrate 
accessories. Resistent, easy-clean silicone. • $12.49

Blazy Susan 
Unique tray made for anyone with a growing or diverse 
smoking accessory assortment. The Blazy Susan cleans 
up your lifestyle, keeps all your smoking essentials 
handy and makes the experience fun for everybody! 
Broken down into 3 areas, you’ll find spots to enhance 
your rolling skills, organize your dab tools or fill some 
versatile lifestyle slots. • $79.99

Blazy Pink Papers 
Vegan and Non-GMO pink 
papers, made in France 
using premium materials 
that deliver a high-quality 
slow burn with minimal 
aftertaste. 3-piece-pack 
with your choice of either 
King Size Slim or Standard 
1-1/4 size papers. • $8.49

28

47

C
AN

N
AB

IS
 L

IF
ES

TY
LE



CELEBRATING CBD
HOPE FOR OUR FURRY FRIENDS

AWARENESS OF THE healing qualities of the cannabis sa-
tiva plant has begun to spread, thanks to a better understanding 
of the various ways its derivative, hemp, can be employed with-
in the medical community. More and more people are starting 
to see improvements in ailments that have plagued them, from 
anxiety to arthritis, through the use of CBD oil in lieu of pre-
scription drugs. Veterinarians have seen these benefits in dogs 
as well.

CBD AND THC

Although research was stalled for many years, due to confusion 
and demonization of hemp, the change in perception of 
cannabidiol, or CBD, has helped create a new wave of interest. 
It is extracted from cannabis sativa in a way that allows for it to 
have a negligible amount of THC. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 
is the psychoactive substance in cannabis that CBD oil lacks. 
This means that CBD oil cannot make your dog high, but it still 
offers the healing and preventative properties of the plant.

HEALTH BENEFITS OF CBD OIL

Like humans, dogs have an endocannabinoid system that is 
directly tied to their central nervous system and immune system. 
Because of this, they see many of the same positive outcomes 
that humans do with the introduction of CBD to their systems. 
CB1 receptors are found mainly in the brain, and CB2 receptors 
in the rest of the body, such as in organs and muscles.

CBD supports these interlinked receptors and can have several  
positive effects, including promoting the healthy growth of cells, 
regulating neurological responses, and upholding cell health. 
Regardless of a dog’s age or activity level, daily introduction 
of CBD has shown the potential to protect the body from free 
radicals that can cause cancer, and it can lower inflammation 
and alleviate pain in dogs that have arthritis or are recovering 
from surgery. 

CAN CBD HELP PETS WITH CANCER?

The short answer is . . . maybe.

Although there is still a lack of clinical data to truly determine 
CBD’s effect as a treatment for cancer or as a preventative option, 
there is anecdotal evidence that is grounds for optimism. 

Because CBD is known to support the immune system and 
regulate cell health, it is a promising factor in the prevention 
of cancer. The National Cancer Institute has reported on 
studies and anecdotal evidence that shows its benefits in cancer 
symptom management, and some studies have even seen tumor 
reduction after the regular use of CBD.

In many ways, CBD is still a new frontier, but it is a promising 
one. Whether it is used as a preventative supplement for healthy 
dogs or a treatment for those with ailments, regardless of age 
or activity level, there are numerous ways in which your dog’s 
health can benefit from CBD.

CHRISTINE HAROOTUNIAN
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Connecting businesses with local cannabis communities since 2014

Learn more at NECANN.com
info@necann.com

NECANN 2019 
CONVENTION  SCHEDULE

BOSTON
MARCH 22-24

RENO
APRIL 6-7

UTAH
MAY 10-11

VERMONT
MAY 18-19

SPRINGFIELD
JUNE 22-23

NEW JERSEY
SEPT 14-15

MAINE
OCT 5-6

RHODE ISLAND
OCT 12

THE LARGEST CANNABIS
CONVENTION SERIES IN THE WORLD



CREEK VALLEY CANNABIDIOL

KYLE GRUTER-CURHAM went from science 
teacher to full-time farmer and is now is living the 
dream he never expected to be his calling. What is now 
Creek Valley Cannabidiol started when Kyle landed in 
the Northeastern Kingdom area of Vermont to study 
conservational ecology at Sterling College in 2006. 

Here in the U.S., there are an estimated 2.2 million 
farms, covering an area of 922 million acres. There is 
agricultural activity in every state, but the bulk of it 
is concentrated in the Great Plains region. America is 
an agricultural mammoth that leads the world in seed 
improvement, hybridization and other modern practices 
in an effort to make agriculture sustainable for future 
generations to come. For Creek Valley Cannabidiol, Kyle 
started with an idea of feeding himself and his family 
with natural produce grown by the hard work of his own 
hands. Farming brings struggles, however. Sometimes 
the costs outweigh the returns, and there comes a time 
when farmers have to make a decision as to whether to 
continue working with their patch of earth.

Kyle explained his journey: “I began working for the 
Laraway School in Johnson, Vermont, teaching science. 
During that time, I began raising my own food to become 

sustainable. This hobby-style farming quickly became a 
full-blown passion. I then moved my small farm on to 
100 acres and attempted to make it economically viable. 
I tried many crops at this time, as well as raising various 
types of livestock. It was definitely a struggle to say the 
least. The overhead was super high, and the returns super 
low. I then started to gear toward crops that needed fewer 
inputs and had higher returns, garlic being the main 
one.”  

Starting a farm may be relatively easy. It is the long run 
that decides how you grow and adapt to circumstances. 
Weather, pests, water supply as well as the land itself 
are among the many key factors that affect every farmer. 
Shifting from crops and including livestock can help 
support a farm’s growth. Kyle used all his available 
options to keep the farm going.

Kyle reflected, “It wasn’t until the fall of 2015 that 
CBD hemp caught my attention. I knew about hemp 
for seed and stalk production but didn’t feel it was 
economically viable for my farm. Large farms in 
Canada and other, better-suited larger and flatter areas 
were already farming for fiber and fuel on a huge scale. 
Again, as for most commodity crops, the returns were 

ZOE JON ALEJANDRA

One Man’s Journey from Self-Sustenance to a Passion for Healing Others
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It’s no wonder Destiny’s simple but highly refined living soil system became the top shelf 
benchmark throughout Canada. Specifically engineered for cannabis cultivation, it promotes

full genetic expression. Compared to our previous methods we are seeing significantly
greater yields and very potent terpine-rich flowers.

— Scott Zarnes CEO, High Llama Brand, Anderson Valley, CA 

The Destiny Grow System includes Dark Matter pre-fertilized living super soil with 20 premium ingredients, Ignition unique microbial tea 
blend for soil drench, Launch natural ower boosting top dress, Amplify vegetative-through-bloom liquid booster, G-Force foliar spray. 

Destiny Grow Systems products contain 100% organic inputs.*

g p p p g g y
greater yields and very potent terpine-rich flowers.

— Scott Zarnes CEO, High Llama Brand, Anderson Valley, CA 

Organic Soil Blends Developed by Master Growers Over 25 Years

The Destiny Grow System® The Destiny Grow System® 

Proven ResultsSimple to Use Proven ResultsSimple to Use

For complete product info and distribution outlets in the U.S. 
and Canada, visit www.destinygrowsystems.com.

Coming Soon!
Destiny Home Grow Kit

Destiny Grow Center
Boonville, CA

All-in-one system for 2 top quality plants Retail and bulk sales for West Coast GrowersRetail and bulk sales for Wes

Grand
Opening!

Destiny Grow Systems 8785 Forsberg Road
Vernon, BC V1B 3M6

ALL INQUIRIES:
info@destinygrowsystems.com 



low, and overhead was high. At that time, I was watching 
friends harvest CBD hemp crops in Colorado. That had 
interested me, but I wasn’t committed to growing it yet. I 
began to do research on CBD as a viable product as well 
as the legality around it.”

For most cannabis farmers, the legal side of the business 
is always the first to watch out for. Although cannabis has 
been farmed in almost every state for a very long time, 
this type of venture is still not legal in many states. As 
of late 2018, 28 states and the District of Columbia have 
enacted laws to legalize herb in one way or another. 

“I began to talk to many people about CBD and found 
there was a great need for it, but there were no local 
producers at that time. I even found a need for CBD in my 
family as my sister was having several seizures every day 
and not responding to traditional medicine. That was the 
the last push I needed. I then signed on to the Vermont 
Hemp Registry for one acre,” Kyle recounted.

The effect of CBD on improving the condition of Kyle’s 
sister further led him to his true calling. His sister is 
among the many Americans who have benefited from 
the natural healing powers of CBD. Growing research 

has shed light on its huge potential, and the U.S. FDA 
recently approved a CBD-derived medicine called 
Epidiolex as treatment for seizures. 

Kyle explored and persevered. “I then began a journey 
to acquire the genetics I needed. They were not traditional 
European seed-and-stalk varieties but strains from 
Colorado that boasted high CBD but less than .3 percent 
THC content by dry weight. During the summer of 2016, 
I grew out 1,000 plants on one acre from clones. Clones 
allowed us to have a crop with no phenotype variations, 
ensuring our THC content would be consistent in every 
plant. At that time, we were also testing a few varieties 
to see what would do the best in Vermont. Our first crop 
was successful but was mostly for medicine for family 
and friends. After getting the medicine out, we still had 
quite a surplus of CBD flowers. After watching many 
farms selling commodities and being unable to control 
price points, I knew that if we wanted to be successful, 
we would have to create our own brand and have a 
unique product. I started to get amazing feedback from 
people using our oil and quickly knew my purpose. 
I then began to combine two things I was passionate 
about: solventless CBD oil and Kombucha to create a 
unique product.” Expert  

Project Managers
Superior 

Warranties
Energy 

Efficient
To find out how we can  

help with your structure needs visit or call 
www.growspan.com  1.800.476.9715

No Money Down Financing, Terms Up To 7 Yrs and As Low As 5.99% on Greenhouses
GrowSpan a Growers Supply Brand

for nearly 40 years growspan
has been helping growers maximize profits with Greenhouse Structures

LET'S GROW YOUR FINEST  
H A R V E S T

“Our goal is to increase the health of people, soil and 
the community through the uses of local food systems, 
probiotics, sustainable agriculture and cannabis. During 
the spring of 2017, between planting and taking clones, 
we started to market products, our main one being Ginger 
CBD Kombucha. Kombucha is also known as ‘tea 
mushroom,’ ‘tea fungus’ or ‘Manchurian mushroom.’ 
It is a fermented, slightly alcoholic, lightly effervescent 
sweetened black or green tea drink, commonly sought 
out for its health benefits. Our Kombucha brings together 
the benefits of probiotics and CBD. It is handcrafted with 
50 mg of solventless oil and is made from all organic 
ingredients. We are currently growing about 4,000 plants 
as a field crop and a feminized seed crop offsite in our 
greenhouse. We are also finishing the build-out on our 
CBD Kombucha Kitchen and gearing up production to 
move distribution to several stores.”

Creek Valley Cannabidiol has grown from Kyle’s very 
simple goal of self-sustenance to a full-grown passion 
and advocacy for healing. This only proves that when 

governments look at the medical and economic potential 
of the cannabis industry, people have a healthier, more 
natural option. 

Kyle hopes to continue innovating and to pick up 
the pace with his passion for growing and healing. He 
has come a long way from the classroom to working 
under the sun, but he has always felt blessed about his 
decision. He concluded: “As far a hemp’s potential in 
Vermont, I believe it’s all about producing a crop that’s 
not a commodity and is marketed directly to consumers. 
Vermont is one of few places in the country where local 
food systems get tremendous support, however, it’s not 
just growing hemp that’s going to get farmers out of debt. 
It’s marketing a product from that crop and building their 
brand.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 
CREEKVALLEYCANNABIDIOL.COM
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A POTHECA RY 
EXTR ACTS

CONCENTRATING ON BUSINESS

CONCENTRATES IS AN umbrella term for cannabis extracts. These come in various forms and consistencies. 
Waxes, shatters, oils and dabs are among the many types of concentrates that have become increasingly more popular 
with the help of technology. The earliest known concentrate manufacturing began in East Asia. One ancient method 
was simply rubbing or crushing cannabis plants by hand or sieved through a fine screen. Hashish, which is a result of 
this process, was highly popular in the Middle Eastern region. Dry sifting separates the trichomes from other plant 
material. A finer powdery result called kief is heated and turned into hashish blocks.

More than 85 chemical compounds in cannabis have been identified as the sources of the plant’s psychoactive and 
medicinal qualities. THC can help with appetite, pain control and reduction of inflammation, and it can bring on a 
relaxing feeling. For its part, CBD can help control seizures, provides pain relief, enhances the mood and can help a 
patient relax. CBD can also help with vomiting and nausea.

Apothecary Extracts has devoted its efforts toward producing the best concentrates. What started as an idea between 
friends, and with the cannabis market in a steady push for legalization, the two quickly established a team to start the 
company and build it into what it is today. The team believes that concentrates are the future for cannabis. Their focus 
is to create the best quality of extracts with a price everyone can afford. 

Marketing director, Brent McDonald, grew up being aware of the medical benefits of cannabis treatment. He recalls, 
“I personally was introduced to cannabis at a young age. I had [a] high-school friend with serious medical conditions 
that chose to treat with cannabis. I witnessed the incredibly positive impact on his life as well as other patients. I began 
exploring the incredible benefits this plant has to offer and quickly chose to dedicate my life to cannabis.”

Not every concentrate product is equal in terms of potency. Since the cannabis plant is influenced in growth by 
various factors such as soil condition, climate, temperature and humidity. Apothecary Extracts has its own farm to 
make sure its strain of cannabis produces ideal yield and terpene concentration. Indoor plants can have higher potency, 
and growers can have much more control. Outdoor growth usually results in lower potency. Brent swears by the 
potency and quality of Apothecary Extracts’ products. 

“We started the project in 2015. Major milestones for the brand were winning eight cups our first year in business 
(including Dope Cup Best Live Resin). We offer wholesale and toll processing, and we have three dispensaries in 
Colorado that all have a ‘concentrate-focused feel’—Pueblo, Colorado Springs and Denver (coming Jan 2019). Our 
best-selling product is our Ambrosia, our version of live resin. We also do limited drops of our ‘Internally Flawless 
Series,’ where we grow incredibly large mono THC—a crystalline—and sell it by the carat. Each one comes in a 
custom commemorative box and weighs five to over 30 carats.”

For Brent and the rest of the team, their work at Apothecary Extracts is not just a job but a lifestyle. Everyone is 
passionate about their efforts and contribution, as evidenced by the company’s awards. 

Brent believes the core team members live and breathe cannabis and the industry. He further explains, “We take extra 
steps to ensure that the product is cared for in the same way a grower cares for the plant. We built a climate-controlled 
van to pick up fresh frozen material that gets down to minus-20 degrees. We strive to continue to push the envelope 
and define what connoisseurs concentrates can and will be. I want to give a special shoutout to Jeff Cobb (extraction 
director), Shawn Russ (head extractor), Tyler Kirkpatrick (Sales Director) and 50-plus team members that set the 
standard at Apothecary Extracts/Farms.”

The process of making concentrates has gone far from dry-sieving of the past. Methods of extraction such as 
hydrocarbon and non-hydrocarbon processes are now available. Hydrocarbon extraction uses solvents like butane, 
while non-hydrocarbon extraction is done very similarly to the earliest methods, except the plants can now be frozen 
before being crushed or dry-sieved. Terpenes can now be processed more efficiently. Technological innovations have 
resulted in a bigger and more competitive market. 

Brent is confident that Apothecary Extracts will continue to rise above its competitors. The key to the company’s 
success, as proven by its sweep of cannabis awards, is working with thorough understanding of the needs of patients 
and recreational cannabis users. It is only by a company putting itself in the shoes of those it serves that it can 
determine their needs as well as their preferences. After all, the cannabis industry of today was born out of compassion 
and the desire to heal.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT AEXTRACTS.COM

ZOE JON ALEJANDRA
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MOTHER’S FINEST 
SEED COMPA NY
How One Mother Lives On Through 

Her Sons’ Dedication to Healing

CANCER CAN STRIKE any individual, 
regardless of age, gender or level of health. 
Scientists have identified the causes as well as 
the processes involved in this killer disease. 
Sadly, however, we still have a long way to 
go before the miracle of a cure is discovered. 
Among the most common forms is breast 
cancer.

In the United States an estimated 266,120 new 
cases of invasive breast cancer were expected to 
be diagnosed in 2018, along with 63,960 non-
invasive cases, according to breastcancer.org. 
Although commonly known to affect women 
of a certain age group, men are diagnosed with 
the disease as well. More than 2,000 cases in 
men were expected for this past year, while one 
in eight women is expected to develop invasive 
breast cancer in her lifetime. This type of 
cancer is one of the most commonly diagnosed. 
Women who are aged 45 and over have a higher 
risk of developing this illness.

Surprisingly, 85 percent of breast cancers 
occur in women who have no family history 
of the disease. Genetic mutations, rather than 
genetics, trigger these instances as a result of 
the aging process and living conditions. Death 
rates for women with breast cancer in the U.S. 
are higher than for other types of cancers aside 
from lung cancer. By the year 2000, the number 
of cases had begun to decrease due to the 
use of hormone replacement therapy. Recent 
improvements in technology have given rise 
to better preventive measures toward fighting 
breast cancer. 

Mark Adams has experienced how difficult life 
gets for people with cancer and their families. 
His mother fought hard against cancer and 
passed away in 2003, and that changed his focus 
in life. Mark founded Mother’s Finest Seed 
Company with the intention of making nature-
based medicine more available to those who 
need it the most. 

Mark’s work is dedicated to the memory 
of his mother. Cannabis medication eased 
her final days. Mark recalls, “We overheard a 
nursing administrator recommending cannabis 
for another patient, with the caveat that it was 
not available. I read Dr Grinspoon’s entry 
in the Harvard Medical Encyclopedia and 
was convinced it would work for my mom. 
Mom had been living in Boston and had no 
access to cannabis as a medicine. I had been 
living in SoCal and using an online site called 

OVERGROW to learn about all the different 
varieties and had been growing cannabis for 
myself since 1989.” Mark has been working on 
better seed varieties since 1999. 

Mother’s Best Seed Company was launched in 
2018 at the Boston Freedom Rally. His decision 
to launch it at the rally reminded him of getting 
kicked out for smoking cannabis back in 1986. It 
is a powerful experience for him now, smoking 
cannabis and selling seeds in a post-prohibition 
environment. For him, that has been one of the 
company’s biggest milestones.

Mark started his first seed company in the 
early 2000s, representing other seed growers. 
Today, his company offers a variety of products 
like the “Canna Gift Box,” for both first-time 
growers and seasoned farmers. They include 
starter kits for growing seeds. Mark’s personal 
favorites are Festival and DurbanC99 hybrids. 
For him, the right way is to grow organically, 
and he recommends growing in a biodynamic 
way, which means going all-natural with non-
chemical inputs. Water for his plants is not 
mixed with chemicals or other types of growth 
enhancers. Growing is done in small batches, 
and seeds are all hand-picked.

With the trend toward legalization signalling 
a kind of gold rush in the cannabis industry, 
small companies or businesses can sometimes 
be overwhelmed by bigger organizations. Small 
growers with problems in financing sometimes 
have no choice but to sell some of their stocks 
to bigger companies in order to come up with 
funding. 

Mark considers the closest of fellow growers 
as family. “We have been growing cannabis 
non-stop since 1999. Small-batch and specific 
breeding goals keep us ahead of our brothers 
and sisters in the seed business. We don’t report 
to any corporation and have complete control 
over what we provide. We have access to some 
of the best cultivars in the world due to our 
personal relationships in the canna industry. 
In the early 2000s, we spent seven years in 
Mendocino, crafting outdoor cannabis for our 
collective. We were surrounded by the current 
leaders of the industry. Those folks are our 
friends. We feel incredibly lucky to have the 
mentorship we have had.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
EMAIL MOTHERSFINESTSEEDCOMPANY@

GMAIL.COM 

ZOE JON ALEJANDRA
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So, You Want 
to InveSt? 

JEFFREY WELSH AND JUSTIN KELLER,  
FRONTERA LAW GROUP
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YOU’VE HEARD THAT can-
nabis has been legalized for 
recreational use; you’ve seen 
billboards around town adver-
tising cannabis delivery ser-
vices; you’ve walked through 
the sleek, new dispensary that 
just opened; you’ve heard about 
cannabis companies going pub-
lic in the U.S. and Canada and 
making millions. You’ve been 
sitting on the sidelines watch-
ing the “green rush” emerge 
and have decided that it’s time 
to jump head-first into this 
unique investment opportunity.

Stop. Before you do, there are 
some important things to think 
about. Although cannabis is one 
of the fastest-growing industries 
in the world, as a result of 
federal prohibition and a number 
of other factors, there are a ton 
of investment risks that are 
unique to the cannabis industry. 
So, before you break into your 
savings and invest, you should 
take the time to understand the 
risks and challenges of investing 
in this budding new industry.

While certain commercial 
cannabis activities have been 
legalized under state laws, 
all cannabis and commercial 
cannabis activities remain 
illegal under federal law. This 
federal illegality presents 
cannabis businesses with various 
difficulties and challenges, apart 
from the challenges associated 
with operating a business in a 
highly regulated industry. For 
example, banks in this country 
are reluctant to open business 
accounts or issue credit cards 
and credit lines for cannabis 
businesses, thus forcing many 
of these businesses to transact 

business in cash and to borrow 
with high-interest “hard money” 
loans. 

Unlike with other industries, the 
Internal Revenue Service does 
not allow cannabis businesses to 
deduct ordinary and necessary 
business expenses. The sole 
exception is for cost of goods 
sold (COGS). Many normal 
business expenses that can be 
written off by non-cannabis 
businesses cannot be written off 
because they are not COGS. This 
leads to a high effective tax rate 
for cannabis businesses, which 
may range somewhere between 
40% and 70%. In addition, states 
have cannabis-specific taxes, as 
do local governments. 

For cannabis brands, there 
are challenges associated with 
protecting intellectual property 
as well. Because cannabis 
is illegal under federal law, 
the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office will not grant 
cannabis-related trademarks or 
patents, which makes it difficult 
for these businesses to protect 
their IP. 

Cannabis businesses are also 
finding it difficult to obtain 
adequate insurance coverage. 
Even if a cannabis business 
has a policy, many insurance 
companies will deny claims 
because of federal illegality, 
which makes it hard for cannabis 
businesses to secure against a 
loss. Since cannabis is a crop, it 
is susceptible to loss due to acts 
of nature or infestation of pests. 
Moreover, cannabis businesses 
may not resort to bankruptcy 
laws for protection if faced with 
financial difficulties. 

California,
here we
come.
A national leader
in cannabis testing is
coming to the great
state of California.

We’re Growing

Proudly serving the cannabis 
community since 2011

Opening soon in Sacramento
greenleaflab.org | (844) 522-7455



Some have doubts about the 
value of the high demand of 
cannabis and manufactured 
cannabis products. Moreover, 
all commercial cannabis 
activity is heavily regulated, 
resulting in increased 
operational costs and the risk of 
potential penalties and license 
suspension or revocation. 
Because the regulated market 
came into effect on January 
1, 2018, cannabis businesses 
operating under temporary 
licenses, which are valid for 
four months from the date of 
issuance. Businesses operating 
pursuant to temporary licenses 
must submit a detailed annual 
license application, and the 
granting of an annual license 
is not guaranteed. 

Investors who are 
considering investing in a 
licensed commercial cannabis 
business should review the 
local laws of the city or 
county where the business 
is located to determine any 
requirements and restrictions 
imposed on the business, in 
addition to those imposed by 
state law and regulation. Due 
to the many applicable laws 
and regulations, cannabis 
businesses must implement 
rigorous standard operating 
procedures and establish 
thorough employee-hiring 
processes. A business that 
has inadequate procedures or 
hires unqualified employees 
will be at risk of falling out of 

compliance and jeopardizing 
its license.

Any attempt to acquire an 
existing cannabis business 
in California will require 
approval from the state 
government. Because the 
licenses are not transferable, 
even the successful acquisition 
of an existing licensed business 
might not result in the acquiring 
party maintaining the license 
to operate. Moreover, the 
laws and regulations establish 
requirements and procedures 
for situations involving 
a change in ownership. 
Thus, even an owner who is 
individually selling an interest 
in a cannabis business could 
run into difficulties.  

At this pivotal time in the 
evolution of the industry, 
investing in the right cannabis 
opportunity could have 
tremendous upside; however, 
the opportunity comes with 
many unique challenges, 
risks and landmines. Before 
investing in a cannabis 
business, make sure you 
consult with business attorneys 
who have the expertise to guide 
you at every step along the 
way and to make sure you fully 
understand the investment. 

FRONTERA LAW GROUP IS A 
CALIFORNIA CANNABIS  

BUSINESS SPECIALTY LAW 
FIRM.  TO LEARN MORE, VISIT 

THEM AT FRONTERALAW-
GROUP.COM
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C A N N A B I S

P R O D U C E D  B Y

YOU STILL HAVE TIME TO REGISTER AND SAVE!
www.cannabisconference.com  |  800-456-0707

JESCE HORTON
FOUNDER,  

PANACEA VALLEY GARDENS
2018 SPEAKER

CLAUDIO MIRANDA
CO-FOUNDER, GUILD ENTERPRISES
2018 SPEAKER | 2019 ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER

NADIA  
SABEH, PH.D.

PRESIDENT,
DR. GREENHOUSE INC.

2018 SPEAKER

“THE QUALITY OF SPEAKERS & CONTENT AT 
CANNABIS CONFERENCE IS UNMATCHED.”

– 2018 ATTENDEE

DEBBY GOLDSBERRY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MAGNOLIA WELLNESS
2019 SPEAKER AND ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER

SCOTT REACH
FOUNDER/COO, RD INDUSTRIES/RARE DANKNESS
2018 SPEAKER

ETIENNE FONTAN
CO-OWNER/VICE PRESIDENT, BERKELEY PATIENTS GROUP
2017 SPEAKER

JEREMY PLUMB
DIRECTOR OF PRODUCTION SCIENCE, 
PRUF CULTIVAR
2019 KEYNOTE SPEAKER



INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 slice white bread, torn 
into small pieces

• 1 clove garlic, minced

• 3 teaspoons boiling water

• 1 lb ground turkey

• ½  medium red onion, 
chopped

• ¼ cup dried cranberries, 
chopped

• 2 oz Brie cheese, cubed

• 2 teaspoons tomato ketchup

• 2 sprigs fresh rosemary, 
chopped

• Salt and pepper to taste

• 1 tablespoon canna-butter

DIRECTIONS: 

Preheat the ovens’ broiler, and 
set the oven rack about 6 inches 
from the heat source. Combine 
the canna-butter, white bread, 
garlic and boiling water in a 
mixing bowl; mash with a fork 
to combine. Add the turkey, red 
onion, cranberries, Brie, rose-
mary, ketchup, salt and pep-
per; mix thoroughly with your 
hands. Shape the mixture into 6 
patties. Cook under the preheat-
ed broiler until no longer pink 
in the center, and the juices run 
clear, about 6 minutes per side. 
An instant-read thermometer 
inserted into the center should 
read at least 165ºF (74ºC). 

EDIBLES MAGAZINE

2 tablespoons raw tahini

4 tablespoons of canna-coconut or  

canna-butter

1 tablespoon unsweetened shredded 

coconut

1 or 2 tablespoons of pure maple syrup

¼ tablespoon cinnamon

Pinch of sea salt

½ teaspoon of pure vanilla extract

2 tablespoons of sesame seeds for 

coating

DIRECTIONS: 

INGREDIENTS: 

In a mixing bowl, combine all ingredients 

(with the exception of the sesame seeds) 

until smooth. Take the mixture and form 

1-inch balls or hockey puck shapes, and 

coat with sesame seeds. If you want 

some extra sweetness, coat in shredded 

coconut.

Recipe by Staff Editor: Michael LaPlante

EDIBLES MAGAZINE

WHITE BREAD
1 slice

GARLIC,
1 clove garlic, minced

WATER
3 tsp, boiling

TURKEY
1 lb ground

RED ONION
½  medium

DRIED 
CRANBERRIES

¼  cup

BRIE CHEESE
2 oz, cubed

TOMATO KETCHUP
2 tsp

ROSEMARY
2 sprigs fresh

CANNA BUTTER 
1 tbsp
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• 4 cups apple cider
• ¼ cup Mighty Fast canna-butter 
• 4 cinnamon sticks
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon
• 1 large apple, cut into cubes

DIRECTIONS: 

After infusing your butter, set aside ¼ cup to cool.  
Pour apple cider and canna-butter into a large sauce pan, and heat on medium low. 
Add in cinnamon, cinnamon sticks and cut apples.  
Simmer on low for 15–-20 minutes.  
Remove pan from heat, and allow cider to cool in pan for 5 more minutes.  
Serve in mugs with cinnamon stick and whipped cream on top!

INGREDIENTS: 

EDIBLES MAGAZINE

EDIBLES MAGAZINE

INGREDIENTS: 

• Ed Rosenthal’s Stardust 

• 1 cup flour

• ½ cup milk

• 2 eggs

• 2 tablespoons melted butter

• ½ cup Mystery Baking Company Budtella

• 1 sliced banana

• 1 cup sliced strawberries

• 1 cup mixed berries (raspberries and blue-
berries)

• ¼ cup toasted chopped almonds

• ¼ teaspoon salt

• 1 cup whipped cream

• 2 tablespoons powdered sugar

DIRECTIONS: 

In a large mixing bowl, whisk together the flour 
and the eggs. Gradually add in the milk and wa-
ter, stirring to combine. Add the salt, butter and 
4 packets of Ed Rosenthal’s Stardust; beat until 
smooth. Heat a lightly oiled griddle or frying pan 
over medium-high heat. Pour or scoop the batter 
onto the griddle, using approximately ¼ cup for 
each crêpe. Tilt the pan with a circular motion so 
that the batter coats the surface evenly. Cook the 
crêpe for about 2 minutes, until the bottom is light 
brown. Loosen with a spatula, turn, and cook the 
other side. When crêpe is off the griddle, place on 
flat surface, and in center of crêpe place a swirl 
of Budtella, ¼ cup of sliced bananas, ¼ cup of 
sliced strawberries and ¼ cup of the mixed ber-
ries. Roll up, and place seam side down. Garnish 
with Budtella swirl toasted almonds and a dollop 
of whipped cream on top of crêpe. Add a dusting 
of powdered sugar if you’re feeling special.
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EDIBLES MAGAZINE

In a large mixing bowl, combine cornmeal, 
oat flour, cane sugar, baking powder and sea 
salt, then whisk together. Pour almond milk 
into a large liquid measuring cup, then add 
melted cannabis butter (or substitute cannabis 
oil), and whisk to combine. Add wet to the 
dry  ingredients, and gently, slowly stir until 
just combined. You might not use all of the 
liquid—you’re looking for a semi-thick batter 
(see photo). Small lumps are fine—try not to 
overmix. Let set for 10 minutes.

Make compote next. Add cranberries, orange 
juice and maple syrup to small to medium skillet 
or saucepan, and bring to a simmer over medium 

heat. Then lower heat and simmer for 5 minutes, 
stirring frequently or until cranberries are soft. 
Transfer to a food processor, and blend until 
smooth. Add a little water or more orange juice 
to thin into a spreadable sauce. Taste and adjust 
sweetness as needed, adding more maple syrup 
or stevia extract to taste. Return back to skillet/
saucepan and keep warm over low heat until 
serving.

Preheat your griddle or cast iron skillet over 
medium/medium-low heat. You want it warm 
but not screaming hot. Oil should not smoke 
when added to the pan. Once hot, drizzle the 
surface with oil or vegan butter, and use a paper 

towel to wipe away excess—you don’t want 
any pools of oil or butter. Then scoop scant 
¼ cup measurements onto the griddle or pan. 
Cook until bubbles appear, and the sides are 
beginning to dry—about 3–4 minutes. Cook 
for another 2–4 more minutes on the other side. 
Place pancakes on a large plate, and keep warm 
in a 200 °F (93 ℃) oven until ready for serving. 
Should have 6 pancakes total.

Top with cranberry-orange compote and a 
drizzle of warm maple syrup. Add more melted 
canna-butter if you desire, and enjoy an infused 
brunch at any time of day.

INSTRUCTIONS: 

• Pancakes (vegan and  
gluten-free)

• ⅔  cup fine yellow cornmeal

• ⅓ cup oat flour

• 1 tablespoon  organic cane sug-
ar (sub stevia or maple syrup* 
to taste)

• 1 tablespoon baking powder

• 1 pinch sea salt

• 1 scant cup unsweetened  
almond milk

• 3 tablespoons melted canna-
bis-infused vegan butter (or 
substitute using cannabis-in-
fused avocado or grapeseed oil)

• Cranberry compote (a dessert 
originating from medieval  
Europe, made of whole or  
pieces of fruit in sugar syrup)

• 8 oz fresh or frozen cranberries

• ¼ cup orange juice

• 3 tablespoons maple syrup  
(plus more for serving)

INGREDIENTS: 
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